Description of Plant.

THE   CAST   HOUSE.
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The cast house is the building which shelters the pig-bed. It
was formerly built of bricks, with arched doorways, but is now
generally of steel construction, and is often provided with over-
head travelling cranes for handling the iron and for other pur-
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poses. Except in the case of furnaces making foundry irons
exclusively, the use of ladles and pig-casting machines for han-
dling the product has obviated the necessity for the cast house.
As a result, it has degenerated, in the latest plants, into a mere
covering for the runners and spouts which convey the1 metal to
the various ladles,